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Comments

0 It is all about what teachers know and can do.

Teachers touch the future everyday through their contact with tomorrow's chemists, engineers,
lawyers, physicians and citizens.

Wright State University has been working with arts and sciences colleagues to strengthen the content
knowledge of teachers throughout the '90s.

Mathematics and science professors are deeply involved in preparing teachers at Wright State
University.

Wright State has been emphasizing how to meet the learning needs of children in urban schools.

Wright State teachers in training get deep content knowledge, they acquire the teaching skills to work
with diverse learners, and they get real life experience in the schools early and often.

Our middle childhood and adolescent licensure programs for teachers occur in the fifth year, after a
bachelor's degree in their content field.

Wright State is pioneering innovative joint faculty appointments and curriculum development to
prepare better teachers for our nation's schools.

Possible Press Questions

0 What's unique about Wright State? Why were you selected?

We are members of the premier national networks promoting change in teacher preparation:

> Holmes Partnership
> National Network of Educational Renewal

Both emphasize what teachers know and can do, and advocate strong community school partnerships.
0 What's special/unique in your approach?

Joint appointments in arts and science-breaks down barriers to knowledge/pedagogy marriage.

0 Where can we see this in action?

Partnership Schools:

> Dayton Public Schools

0 E.J. Brown Elementary School > Fairborn City Schools

• Five Points Elementary School

• Baker Middle School

0 In light of the Supreme Court decision, has the state done enough?

> The state has done a good job moving to upgrade physical facilities.

> More could be done to equalize funding for schools in low-wealth/high-poverty areas, for
example, adopting a I % or more state sales tax to equalize school funding across Ohio.



C.,

In addition, the state should consider formalizing local school district and university partnerships to
strengthen education.

> Governor Taft, Chancellor Chu and Superintendent Zellman are working together to move Ohio
forward in a positive direction.

0 What will the Ohio Teaching-Learning Initiative do in thefuture?

Future Directions

Continue meetings among the three universities on developing the "Core Elements of the Ohio Plan."

> Produce a quarterly newsletter on teacher education issues and updates on the three university
plans.

Identify and examine the abilities-cognitive, pedagogical, professional-for the education of quality
teachers.

Further explore how quality practitioners and professional development schools can partner with
universities and colleges in a clinical-practice model for teacher education.

> Provide leadership for the Title II state initiative with arts and sciences/teacher education.

> Participate in State Teacher Quality Improvement Committee.

> Develop and run a statewide yearly conference on Teacher Education Improvement.

Work with other higher education institutions in the development of quality teacher preparation
programs.

> Provide advocacy for the thesis that colleges and universities have no higher responsibility than
the education of those who will go on to become teachers in our schools.

> Replicate the Ohio Teaching-Learning Initiative with other disciplines in a comprehensive effort
to ensure that all students are successful in higher education.
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STATE SEEKS CHANGES IN TEACHERS' EDUCATION

By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
PLAIN DEALER BUREAU
COLUMBUS

Gov. Bob Taft and three university presidents yesterday announced a plan to improve teacher training
by emphasizing classroom subjects, ratherthan methodology.

Taft and the presidents of Ohio State, Wright State and Ohio universities acknowledged that colleges
are not doing enough to prepare new teachers for the classroom.



"I think we have a long ways to go," Taft said. "It's not that they're not doing the job. Many are doing
the job very well. But our teachers who are in the classroom today, and new teachers coming on, need
to know not just how to teach, but also how to assess. They need more training."

As part of the new Ohio Teaching-Learning Initiative, each of the three universities will work over the
next few years to upgrade the requirements for earning teaching degrees. They also plan to work with
primary and secondary schools to develop programs for current and new teachers.

Taft said he hoped other universities would follow suit.

Teachers and education advocates have long complained that universities don't put enough emphasis on
educating teachers.

"Since teacher education is currently a low priority for most institutions of higher education, it is
clear that we have a situation in which higher education is actively contributing to a system of
continuous failure," said a news release from Roderick G.W. Chu, chancellor of the Ohio Board of
Regents, which oversees public universities.

OSU President William Kirwin said teacher programs focus too much on teaching methods, rather than
on teaching prospective educators about the subjects they will teach. Kirwin said he envisions a
curriculum that would reduce the number of electives in the College of Education, as well as require
prospective teachers to take more classes in their specialty area.

Michael Billirakis, president of the Ohio Education Association, the state's largest teachers union, said
he welcomed the increased focus on teacher education.

Billirakis said too many teachers were asked to teach classes in subjects in which they have little or no
expertise. He said he favored more education in specific subjects, as long as teachers are then hired to
teach those subjects.

All three presidents said they planned to have their colleges of education work closely with other
departments to help prospective teachers learn more about math, science, history and other classroom
subjects.

The university presidents did not set a specific timeline for making changes.




